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Big Idea As a potter shapes soft clay, God molds His children to be righteous like Him.
Bible Passage Jeremiah and the Potter—Jeremiah 18
Knowing God He Is Righteous

Lesson Summary
God taught Jeremiah that His people should be like clay 
in God’s hands—moldable and useful to Him. God is the 
Master Potter who shapes our hearts, wills, and spirits for 
His pleasure and purposes. In this lesson, children will see 
how God can mold their hearts and lives to become what 
He desires. Comparing them to soft, kneaded clay will help 
them understand how they need to make their hearts soft 
for God to form righteous vessels.

Bible Background
Jeremiah, a priest from the family of Hilkiah, lived about 100 
years after Isaiah. Jeremiah began prophesying in Judah halfway 
through the reign of Josiah (640-609 B.C.) and continued 
throughout the reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
Zedekiah. The Northern tribes had already been taken captive 
to Assyria. Jeremiah’s job as a prophet was to warn the Southern 
tribes that they, too, were about to be judged by God for their 
sins. Unfortunately, they rejected God’s warning and Nebu-
chadnezzar captured Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

Potters knead clay a long time before it is ready for molding 
and throwing on a wheel. They must work out any bubbles 
and unwanted imperfections. Skilled potters can quickly 

recognize any area in the clay that needs reshaping before 
going further. They also know when the clay is not ready 
or is not forming correctly. It goes back into the slip to be 
repressed and then reworked. Potters do not throw away any 
clay unless it actually goes sour.

Teacher Devotional
Children learn life lessons—big and small—through 
modeling and through experience. As a teacher, your 
example is an invaluable reflection of God’s righteousness to 
every child you teach. Your actions speak louder than your 
words. Just as God molds you, you are molding your kids 
just by being with them and interacting with them. Be open 
to God’s prompting and be willing to touch your class by 
being genuine and transparent with them. They can experi-
ence God through you.

God, You are the potter and I am the clay. Please make me 
into a worthy vessel. Mold me until I honor You in all I am 
and do. Teach me all about You and Your righteousness so that 
I can mold the children You’ve entrusted to me. In Christ’s 
name, amen.
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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)
•	 God is righteous and wants His 

children to be righteous also. 
(Psalm 11:7)

•	 God sent the prophet Jeremiah 
to learn a lesson from a potter. 
(Jeremiah 18:2)

•	 As	clay	must	be	soft	to	be	mold-
ed, their hearts must be willing 
to be molded into the image of 
Jesus. (Isaiah 64:8)

•	 Awed	by	God’s	perfect	righ-
teousness.

•	 Inspired by the art of pottery.

•	 Excited for God to mold them 
into a vessel of honor.

•	 Tender and open toward God.

•	 Seek to be righteous. 

•	 Make an object from clay.

•	 Invite God to shape them as 
He desires.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Be Honest—Tell 
the truth in all they do.

Potter
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SUPPLIES

DISCIPLESHIP TIP

Enthusiasm is a key ingredient to your success in teaching. 
The proper level of enthusiasm can generate excitement 
in your classroom and enliven even the simplest activity. 
Find	 ways	 to	 show	 children	 your	 eagerness	 to	 teach.	
They will pay more attention and enjoy what they are 
doing even more. 

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 9-12)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Shepherd’s Bag, small pottery piece

Spark Interest
	 •POTTERY	OBSERVATION:	Potter	guest	OR	books	
   or video about a potter
	 •MIME	TIME:	none

Explore Scripture
 Play dough
	 Teaching	Picture	1B.5—Jeremiah	and	the	potter
 Teaching Picture 1B.6—Potter and pottery

Inspire Action
	 •BROKEN	POTS,	SOFT	HEARTS:	a	lump	of	soft	
   clay, terra cotta flowerpot, newspaper
	 •RIGHTEOUS	RELAY:	cardstock

Opening Prayer
Praise God for caring about each of His children and for 
being altogether righteous. Ask God to create a desire in 
the children’s hearts to be soft and moldable like clay in a 
potter’s hands.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 3 of 12—Gladys Aylward—The 
Escape  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Gladys reaches the eastern coast of Russia—she is almost 
to China! A soldier reads her passport. “Machinery,” 
he says, “Good! You can work in our Russian factory!” 
“No!” Gladys cries, “it’s not machinery, it’s mission-
ary!” But no one listens—Russia needs workers for their 
factories. They kidnap foreigners and force them to work 
the machinery.

“You’re not safe here,” says a man, “Follow me.” Gladys 
whispers a prayer, and they sneak past the guard and 
escape! Gladys reaches the docks. Suddenly, Russian 
soldiers surround her. Gladys jumps onto a boat just as 
it pulls away from the shore. Safe! She breathes a sigh 
of relief—Gladys will not spend the rest of her life in a 
Russian factory with machinery. God protected her so 
she can go to China to be a missionary.

Missions Education—God’s Great Job
To add this component to the lesson, download the teacher 
script at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic: Potter
Reference: Isaiah 64:8

Memorization Activity: Bring out your Shepherd’s Bag 
and let children guess what is inside (pottery piece). Let a 
volunteer bring out the pottery and guess what it stands for. 
Write the verse on the board, with each phrase on a separate 
line. Slowly say the verse as you point to the words. One 
group will recite the first phrase with you, the other group 
will say the next phrase, with the whole class finishing the 
verse together with a concluding hand motion—holding 
out cupped hands. Create a rhythm as the children get the 
feel of the verse. Practice several times, changing groups.

God Is So Awesome
Download the entire recitation at DiscipleLand.com/downloads. 
For this lesson, teach children the following:

God is Righteous
He always does what’s right. (two thumbs up)

Bonus Resources
Access free downloads for this lesson at 
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.
•	Contemporary	Dee	Cy	Paul	Chip	(discipleship)	story
•	Puppet	script	and	lesson	“bookends”
•	More	activity	ideas
•	Activity	templates	and	downloads

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into    
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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God is  

                                                                                                                             .

God is always right. He never does anything wrong.
Start at the top and find one letter in each row. Write it below.

1B  •  At Work With God  •  Lesson 3

Potter

God does what 
is right. He is 
always fair.
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R I G H T E O U S

Pottery Observation (10-15 minutes)
This real-life demonstration shows a potter at work.

Invite a potter to demonstrate his or her craft to your 
class. Set up before class begins. Start class with the potter 
showing children how to create pottery. If a live demonstra-
tion isn’t possible, borrow a library video or a book to show 
and read, such as Fired Up! Making Pottery in Ancient Times 
by Rivka Gonen (1993). Visit DiscipleLand.com/downloads 
for links and other suggestions. After the demonstration or 
reading, discuss with children what kind of clay is best for 
the potter to work with—hard or soft. Who was in charge 
of making the pottery—the potter or the clay? What did 
the potter do if a pottery piece didn’t turn out like he or 
she wanted? Make other connections between working the 
clay and the children’s observations.

Mime Time (10 minutes)
This observation and imitation activity emphasizes 
how being righteous requires seeking to know God 
and following His example.

Explain that a mime is a person who copies the 
actions and movements of someone else. Tell the 
children they get to be mimes. You’ll perform 
actions, and they should copy what you do as 
closely as they can. Do some silent actions and 
movements, like taking exaggerated high steps, 
rubbing your tummy, using a hand to shade your 
eyes as you survey the room, brushing off your 
shoulders, or pretending to put on a jacket or hat. 
Do other movements—slowly and often exagger-
ated—while children imitate you. 

Then discuss with them how knowing and 
following God is like being a mime; it’s about 
knowing who God is and what He wants—then 
choosing to do that as best you can. Introduce 
God’s character quality of righteousness. God is 
always right and does right in everything. When 
we imitate God in our hearts and our actions, 

we’re showing Him we want to do right and be in good 
standing with Him. After answering any questions, play the 
mime game again, letting volunteers be the ones to imitate.

Disciple Guide—page 9
Explain the meaning of righteous as students decode the 
puzzle. Complete this page at the beginning of class or after 
a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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Draw cracks in the pots that show wrong attitudes of the heart.

What did God show Jeremiah 
at the potter’s shop?

Praying

Pushing 
and 

Shoving

Helping
Others

Lying

Reading
the 

Bible
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Don’t let 
your heart 

get dry 
and hard!

1BDG.indd   10 11/3/15   10:19 AM

Teacher—Present the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Jeremiah 18
Open your Bible to Jeremiah 18. How do you prefer 
to learn new things? Do you like to listen to someone 
tell you how to do it, or do you like to watch how to 
do it? Do you like to learn something new by trying it 
yourself? Encourage responses. God shows us new things 
in many ways. In the Old Testament, God told a man 
named Jeremiah to go on a field trip because He wanted 
Jeremiah to learn something new.

Jeremiah had an important but difficult job. He was a 
prophet. Prophets were God’s messengers. They gave 
God’s words to His people, the Israelites. Jeremiah often 
had to tell people God wanted them to change and live 
the way He knew was best. Many people had hard hearts 
and didn’t want to change. They liked their lives 
and even liked living with their sin. They didn’t 
want to be righteous like God—who is right 
and fair in everything. And they became angry 
with prophets like Jeremiah.

During Jeremiah’s life, only a few people 
followed God’s ways. Most people worshiped 
idols, which were fake gods. They made fun of 
God’s rules. Jeremiah was sad to see so many 
people disobey God. He knew that God was 
sad, too. 

One day God sent Jeremiah on 
a journey. God said, “Jeremiah, 
go to the potter’s house. I have 
something to show you.” So 
Jeremiah went. Show the Teaching 

Picture 1B.5 of Jeremiah and the potter. At the 
potter’s house, Jeremiah watched the potter 
work. The potter sat behind a stone wheel. He 
put a large lump of clay in the middle of the 
wheel. Then he used his feet to spin the wheel 
around and around. Use your hand to motion 
a revolving circle. Using his hands, he turned 
the lumps of clay into jars, pots, and dishes. 
It sounds like a fun job, doesn’t it? Show the 

Teaching Picture 1B.6 of a potter 
and handmade vessels. Give each 
child a small piece of play dough. 
Ask them not to make anything yet, 
just to squeeze it and manipulate it, 
feeling how soft and “squishable” it 

is. Express your expectation that they will handle the play 
dough quietly, keeping it to themselves while they continue 
to listen.

But Jeremiah saw that the potter wasn’t happy. There 
was something wrong with the clay on the wheel. It 
just wasn’t right. Have you ever made something, and it 
didn’t turn out the way you wanted? How do you feel 
when your project doesn’t go right? Encourage responses. 
You feel like starting over, right? The potter wasn’t happy 
with what the clay was becoming. Jeremiah saw that it 
was ruined. So the potter just squished the pot he was 
making into a big blob and started all over.

Jeremiah saw what happened to the clay. Then God told 
him the message to give to His people, using the clay and 
the potter as an example. God said the people were the 
clay, and God was the potter. If the people didn’t obey 
God and choose to live righteous lives as God asked, He 
would have to destroy them like a potter would destroy 
a pot that wasn’t made right. Being righteous means 
choosing to do the right things, to be fair, and to obey 
God. As God molds us in righteousness, we become more 

     Explore 
Scripture

10

26

Lesson 3

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.



OR
11

Trace the letters to read the message.

 As a potter shapes soft clay, God molds His 
children to be righteous like Him. Tell one way 

that God is shaping you to be more like Jesus.

,

.

.

Soft Like Clay

God is shaping 
me every day!

1BDG.indd   11 11/3/15   10:19 AM

answers will vary

like Him. Everything God does is right—He is always 
righteous.

That wasn’t an easy thing for Jeremiah to tell God’s 
people, but he did it. He told them that God was the 
potter and they were the clay. If they didn’t obey and 
let God mold them to be righteous, God would destroy 
them. The people didn’t like it and they didn’t want to 
change. What do you think happened? God let their 
enemies defeat them. It was a really sad, hard time. 

Today God still is the potter, and we’re the clay. God wants 
to mold us to be more and more like Jesus. He wants us 
to be righteous like He is righteous. If we let God mold 
us, we’re like soft clay that turns into a useful pot or jar. 
But if we go against God and have hard hearts, God can’t 
mold us. What did the potter do with the ruined clay? 
(He crushed it and started over.) God gives us a choice—be 
hardhearted and say “no” to God’s molding, or be soft 
and moldable so we can be more like Jesus.  Collect the 
children’s play dough, or use it for the “Broken Pots, Soft 
Hearts” activity in Inspire Action.

Broken Pots, Soft Hearts (15 minutes)
This object lesson shows children the difference between 
moldable clay and hard clay. Supplies: a lump of soft clay, 

terra cotta flowerpot, newspaper

Lay the newspaper on the floor in front of you as 
you show children both versions of clay: the soft 
lump and the hard flowerpot. Ask them to pass 
both around and feel them, then to describe ways 
the two are alike and different. Compliment their 
observations. Hold up the soft clay. Ask: If we’re 
like this kind of clay, can God shape us? How 
about if we’re like the clay of this flowerpot? 
Hold up pot. Surprise the children by dropping 
the flowerpot onto the paper and hard floor so it 
cracks into two or more pieces. Ask:  Can I use 
this pot anymore? No. God can only shape us 
to be like Jesus when we’re like the soft clay. 
Jeremiah knew that the people of Israel were 
like the hard clay of the flowerpot.

Hand out clay (or play dough) and ask children to 
first shape an object that might have been made 
in Bible times (pot, jar, plate, bowl, oil lamp). 
Let them share their creations with the rest of the 
class. Then ask them to mold a heart. Discuss how 
easy it is to form soft clay—that’s how God wants 
their hearts to be. Talk about how God shapes 
us—by giving us opportunities to practice obeying 
Him, caring for others, serving, not being selfish, 
desiring to know Him more, and to stop ourselves 
when we are going against God.

Disciple Guide—page 10
Guide students to understand what actions indicate a hard, 
cracked heart.

Disciple Guide—page 11
Discuss ways God can shape your children as they trace the 
letters. Complete the HeartBeat, giving children real examples 
of how God is shaping you.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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Class Code:

How to be Faithful Workers
Potter

Isaiah 64:8

Be Honest

What is the kingdom 
of God like?

Find the answer at 
DiscipleZone.com/1B3
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Workers who are honest and 
always tell the truth can be trusted. 
Their work is fair and true.

Underline the statements that are true.

Name one way you can show you’re honest when you work.

                                                                                                                             

God is pleased when I tell the truth (Psalm 51:6).

Lies really don’t hurt anyone (Ephesians 4:25).

God says that honesty is very important (Exodus 20:16).

Nobody likes honest people (Proverbs 16:13).
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Disciple Guide—
page 12
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Righteous Relay (10 minutes)
This active game reinforces the character trait of righteousness 
in a fun way. Supplies: individual cardstock or cardboard 
letters to spell out RIGHTEOUS

Make two sets of letters and play with two teams. Scramble 
the letters and place each set in a different shallow basket or 
box at one end of the room. Line up the teams at the opposite 
end. Write the word “RIGHTEOUS” on the board. Explain 
that in this relay, the first player will look at the word, run to 
the letter pile and find the first letter of the word (“R”). The 
player will lay it on the floor and race back. The next child 
runs to get the next letter, using the word as a reference, 
and adds it to the “R.” The relay continues until the word is 
spelled out by one team. Talk about how God is righteous 
and wants to see righteousness in us. That means we choose 
to do the right thing and are fair and just, like God.

Closing Prayer
Tell the children that as you pray, they can speak silently 
to God. Ask God to help the children understand what it 
means to have a heart that He can mold. Pray for God to 
show them how they can be righteous like Him. Praise God 
for being righteous and thank Him for molding us.

Closing Words
Does anyone have a parent who works at building things? Next 
time we’re going to meet Bible-times builders. See you then!

DiscipleSkill 
How to Be Faithful Workers
During this quarter, your students will learn twelve character 
traits that are found in all good workers. Be sure to explain 
any difficult words and concepts they may encounter. 

Explain that part of being a good worker is being honest—
only saying and doing what is true.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct children to DiscipleZone.com/1B3 for:

XploreMore  Discover more about God’s righteousness!

SwordWork  Read Mark 4:21-29.

WorldWatch  See the land of the Uyghurs of China.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live!  Paul and Cy make clay pots.

KeyVerse  Memorize Isaiah 64:8.

HymnNotes  Discover the lyrics to “Go, Tell It on the 
Mountain.” 

12

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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